
Tuesday Thursday 

1st: Nursery Maintenance &         
propagation activities 

3rd: Propagation, Seed processing,  
Potting, Record keeping etc. at the  
nursery.  

8th: Propagation, Seed processing,  
Potting, Record keeping etc. at the 
nursery.  

10th: Propagation, Seed processing,  
Potting, Record keeping etc. at the  
nursery.  

15th: Nursery Maintenance &         
propagation activities 

17th: Propagation, Seed processing,  
Potting, Record keeping etc. at the  
nursery.  

Alternate Activity– Revegetation Planting 

at Galbraith Park-See page 2 for  
details.  

22nd: Nursery Maintenance &         
propagation activities 

24th: Propagation, Seed processing,  
Potting, Record keeping etc. at the  
nursery.  

29th: Nursery Maintenance &         
propagation activities 

 

 

Coming Up in June 2021 

COMMUNITY NURSERY OPEN FOR PLANT SALES  

(CASH ONLY)  

9am-12noon Tuesday, Thursday & the 1st Saturday  

of each month- 

Next Saturday opening—5th June 2021 

 

Volunteer Activities in June: 

Thursday 17th June– 9am– 12noon. 

Revegetation Planting at Galbraith Park  

(Southern side) 
  Morning Tea & water top-ups provided.  

 

 

At the Community Nursery in June: 

33 Kelsey Creek Rd Proserpine 

Tuesday & Thursday 9am—12.30pm.  



Alternate  WCL Volunteer event–  
. 

WCL Volunteers- Thursday 17th June– Alternate to Nursery activity 

 

Revegetation Planting at Galbraith Park–  

(R 19-20 2021 outlined in red on aerial photo- Southern side 

to the right & behind the Community Garden) 

  

Galbraith Park Drive 

9- 12noon. 

   

Morning Tea & water top-ups provided.  

 

This is one of WCL’s nominated long-term revegetation sites 

and the last bit to do in the park. We have 300 plants to get 

in the ground. Staff will be on-hand to assist. 
 
What to Bring:  

Closed in shoes & suitable clothing (trousers & long sleeves)  
Hat 
Water bottle 
Gloves 

 
 

 

Calling all landholders with creek lines on their properties !  
 

Are you interested in stream bank protection and reducing erosion?  
If yes, this workshop is for you. 

 
 
Reef Catchments are hosting this workshop 
 
When: 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm Wednesday 23rd June 
 
Where: Proserpine Community Centre (PCC), 36 Gardenia Street Proserpine, QLD 4800   
 
Please register on the Reef Catchments Eventbrite website: 
     
 
It would be great if you could share with anyone you think will enjoy this.  
 
 
Landholders are invited to learn about practical ways to protect wetlands and streams from erosion as 
well as hear about best practice methods for watercourse management. 
 
Hear from stream bank erosion specialist Misko Ivezich. Misko is an environmental and civil engineer 
with Alluvium, and has core interests and skills in river restoration and the interactions between 
hydrology, hydraulics and fluvial geomorphology. 
 
Refreshments will be provided. 
 
This project is supported through funding from the Queensland 
Government’s Natural Resources Investment Program. 
 
Don't hesitate to give Jessica Sabatino  a call on 0409 898 296  
if you have any questions  



Our Magnificent Macropods- 

Not many Regional Councils in Australia could be considered a hotspot for Macropod Diversity. Yet within 
the boundaries of the Whitsunday Regional Council exist no fewer than 13 species of Macropod 
(Kangaroo & Wallaby) including its very own endemic species – the Proserpine Rock Wallaby (PRW)- 
one of the world’s most threatened macropod species. The coastal vine forest on rocky hills close to 
Proserpine and nearby islands is the only home of the PRW.   
 
 The Unadorned Rock Wallaby is much more widespread than the  PRW and is found throughout 
the rocky ranges of the WRC area. In a few places to the west of Collinsville the Allied Rock Wallaby 
has also been recorded.  Out on the Council’s western boundaries, in the open country along the Suttor 
river, west of Mt Coolon, Red Kangaroos and Spectacled Hare Wallabies can be found. The drier 
uncleared ranges have large populations of the Wallaroo. Scattered in the densely vegetated areas 
throughout the region are shy Swamp Wallabies and even more secretive Black-striped Wallabies. 
The elegant Pretty-face (or Whiptail) Wallaby is more common in the low hills nearer to the coast and the 
grassy understory of our residual open eucalypt woodland is home to the Grey Kangaroo,  Rufous 
Bettong and the abundant Agile Wallaby. Finally,  amongst the remnant rainforest of the flat, riparian 
areas there are also residual populations of the demur Red-legged Pademelon. 
 These animals are reflective of the variety of habitats that lie within the boundaries of the 
Whitsunday Regional Council. Much of the inland region remains low in human population with Cattle 
Grazing the main land use. Retention of these habitats on grazing lands is key to maintaining much of 
this macropod diversity and the current species list reflects positively on our improving land management 
practices despite the overall decrease in the populations of some species e.g. Black-striped Wallaby.  
Sadly we often only become aware of the presence of these wonderful animals when they become the 
victims of vehicle strike on our roads and highways.  
 There is another species of Wallaby, the Bridled Nail-tail Wallaby,  that was once found within WRC 
area but is now represented by a few hundred individuals being kept under close conservation 
management in a small scientific park to our west, just north of Clermont. Wouldn’t it be great if feral cat 
and fox populations could be controlled so that this small wallaby species could be successfully 
reintroduced to an appropriate site within the WRC area thus adding to our region’s great reputation as a 
regional Macropod Hotspot. ( ) 



 

 
HAPPY WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY– JUNE 5TH 2021 



Cape Upstart Station– Semi-evergreen vine thicket of the Nandewar Bioregion 
(Beach Scrub) rehabilitation project.  

 
WCL has been contracted by North Queensland Dry 

Tropics (NQDT) to undertake weed control & marine 

debris collection at specified Beach Scrub Project sites 

at the Cape Upstart Station. 

 The Beach Scrub Project aims to improve the 

condition and extent of endangered Beach Scrub 

regional ecosystems within semi-evergreen vine 

thickets on the coastal plains.  

Project sites have undergone bio-condition assessment  

by NQDT and recommendations were made for on-

ground works to improve the condition and extent of 

the Beach Scrub. The resulting Site Action Plans are reviewed annually based on stakeholder feedback, 

including Community group staff and volunteers and NQDT  threat assessments. 

 Complete eradication of weeds is not always practical, therefore weed removal must primarily 

happen to stop the threat and damage from existing weeds (i.e. fire promoting weeds must be removed 

adjacent to beach scrub vegetation, vine weeds removed where weighing on canopy), and removal of 

individuals to avoid seed spread. Secondarily weeds must be removed to allow beach scrub vegetation to 

recover and create a weed free buffer on the edge of beach scrub areas.  

 WCL recently hosted a 3 day volunteer event at the Cape Upstart Station site. 10 WCL staff & 

volunteers ventured forth, set up camp and proceeded to survey a specified area of beach scrub for 

weeds and a lot of plant identification & seed collection when found. Suffice to say we all had a great 

time, worked hard removing weeds & marine debris, had quite few laughs and of course looked at and 

for lots of flora & fauna. 



Family : Acanthaceae 
 
Scientific Name:     
R.Br.Brown, R. (1810) 

 : 474. Type: Queensland, Shoalwater 
Bay, Conical Pine Hill, 3 Sept. 180�, R. Brown ��4�� 
lecto: B�� iso: B�, �, (��L, BR�, �-DC. probable 
iso.). 
 
Common name 
Native Holly� �usk-scented Plant 
 
Stem 
Usually flowers and fruits as a herb or shrub up to 
about 1 m tall. 
 
Leaves 
Twigs usually pubescent, longitudinally ridged. Leaf 
blades about 0.7-� x 0.8-�.5 cm, pubescent on both the upper and lower surfaces, more densely so on 
the midrib and lateral veins on the under surface. Leaf oil dots or glands elongated, streaky when viewed 
with a lens. 
 
Flowers 
Calyx segments usually shorter than the 
inner bracts. Corolla tube about 5-10 mm long, upper lip 7-14 
mm long. One lip of the corolla held at right angles to the 
main axis of the flower. Lips of the corolla reddish purple but 
the corolla tube +/- white. Staminal filaments pubescent at 
least in the basal half. Base of the ovary surrounded by a 
large lobed gland. 
 
Fruit 
Calyx green, persisting at the base of the fruit but completely 
hidden by the bracts. Capsule narrow-oblong, clavate, about �
-1�.5 mm long, approximating or extending beyond 
the involucre. Seeds confined to the upper half of the capsule. 
Seeds flat, patelliform, testa rugose. Cotyledons much wider 
than the radicle. 
 
Seedlings 
Cotyledons about �-15 x 10-17 mm. Cotyledons +/- 3-veined 
and the outer veins loop around and rejoin the midrib near 
the apex. First pair of leaves opposite, leaf blades densely 
clothed in white prostrate hairs on the undersurface. At the 
tenth leaf stage: stem, petiole and leaf blade underside 
clothed in very short pale hairs. Stems swollen just above 
each pair of leaves. Seed germination time 33 to 80 days. 
 
Distribution and Ecology 

�ndemic to Australia, occurs in WA, NT, CYP, N�Q, C�Q and southwards to north-eastern New South 
Wales. Altitudinal range from near sea level to 1000 m. �rows in a variety of forest types from 
brigalow scrub to frontal dune vegetation. When found in rain forests it is usually in the drier more open 
rain forests, monsoon forest and vine thickets. 
 
 
Natural History & Notes 
Food plant for the larval stages of the Blue Argus Butterfly. Sankowsky & Nielsen (�000). Leaf and stem 
material of this species was active against some tumors. Collins et al. (1��0). Several varieties are 
recognised. 
 
Herb (herbaceous or woody, under 1 m tall) 



Common name: Sickle Pod 

Scientific Name:  

 
Appearance: Annual or short-lived perennial sub-shrub to �m. Young 
stems have short hairs. Produces a distinctive foetid smell when leaves 
are crushed.  
 
Leaves: Total length 30–100mm, including the 15–�0mm long 
channelled stalk. Leaflets usually three pairs, bluish-green, obovate, 40–50 
x �0–30mm, with a small soft point� prominent orange �–3mm long 
cylindrical gland present between the basal leaflets. Stipules persistent, 
narrow and up �0mm long.  
 
Flowers: Bright yellow, about 10mm long, usually in pairs borne in the 
upper leaf axils.  
 
Fruits/Seeds: Pods sickle-shaped, cylindrical, sparsely and minutely 
hairy, brown 1�0–180 x about 3mm, with 30–50 plump shiny chestnut-
brown seeds, 4–6.5 x �–4mm.  
 
Spread by: Seeds expelled from opening pods, water, contaminated soil 
on machinery (harvesting, earthmoving, and 4WDs), animal hooves, 
manure, contaminated harvest material and fodder. Also in garden waste 
for species such as �aster Cassia Senna pendula var. glabrata.  
 
Invades: ��verywhere�� gra�ing, agriculture and the environment are all under threat.  
 
Notes: Native to Tropical America. Sicklepods produce numerous seeds that, in a short time, may 
accumulate a large soil seed-bank. As the seeds remain viable for up to a decade or more, germination 
can take place over many years, whenever conditions are suitable. They can form dense stands that 
compete with pastures and crops for light, moisture and nutrients and their roots can exude compounds 
which reduce the growth of  seedlings of other species nearby.  
Sicklepods are toxic to cattle and while mature pods and seeds are sometimes eaten, the plants are 
relatively unpalatable and soon die off. Normally an annual, it can survive for two years if slashed or if 
chemical treatment is insufficient to kill the plant.  
 
Legal requirements 

Sicklepod is a restricted invasive plant under the Biosecurity Act �014. 
�t must not be given away, sold, or released into the environment 
without a permit. 
The Act requires everyone to take all reasonable and practical steps to 
minimise the risks associated with invasive plants and animals under 
their control. This is called a general biosecurity obligation (�BO). 
At a local level, each local government must have a biosecurity plan 
that covers invasive plants and animals in its area. This plan may 
include actions to be taken on certain species. Some of these actions 
may be required under local laws. Contact your local government for 
more information. 

Management 
Avoid seed production as seed can be viable for up to ten years. Hygiene is 
important when moving stock, vehicles, machinery and water.  
 
Mechanical Control 
Slashing can maintain sicklepod at a manageable level and under the right 
conditions can kill a large percentage of  adult plants. Use blunt slasher blades 
to knock down plants as sharp blades will encourage regrowth.  
 
Pasture Management 
�ood pasture management by maintaining a good level of cover, will enable desirable vigorous grasses 
to out compete sicklepods.  



 
http://sgaptownsville.org.au/ 





Thank You Everyone! 
Thank you to so many of you who have generously and kindly donated your container refunds to WCL.  
Your contributions are allocated to the WCL Public Fund which allows WCL to take on various projects 
for the ongoing education of our members and the wider community. Please find below our Containers 
for Change �D number to conveniently cut off and include in your bags. Anything �nvironmental who 
manage the local container exchange have moved to a QR Code– please find the new  WCL �D below. 
Thank You again! 


