Whitsunday

Catchment

Landcare

Central QLD Coast
Landcare

Network

A partnership for the natural resource
management of catchments in the
Central QLD Coast Bioregions.

CATCHMENT COORDINATOR:

Cath Campbell

Ph.: 0408 187 944
coordinator@whitsundaylandcare.org.au

PROJECT OFFICER:
Peter Alden
Ph.: 0488 768 567

CONTACT US FOR INFORMATION:

Natural Resource Management
Land management Plans
Native plants

Environmental weeds
Volunteer activities

BECOME A VOLUNTEER:

outdoors in a fun, social setting.

If your interested in any of the above to
do your bit for the environment and
socialise with like-minded people? We
have coordinated activities on Tuesday
& Thursday mornings and more.
Contact us!

WCL Management Committee:
Graham Armstrong, Chair

Scott Hardy, Deputy Chair
Jacquie Sheils, Secretary
Glenda Hodgson, Treasurer
Dale Mengel

John Casey

Cr Ron Petterson

WCL is a community not-for-profit
group, relying on grants & donations.

$2 or more are tax deductible. To make
a donation please
contact us or go to our

Make a F\)/sv%s\; givenow.com.au
Donation ' =

%
Using the
secure engine of
GiveNou corm.au

WCL receives support from the following organizations:

December 2019- January 2020

www.whitsundaylandcare.org.au l] Find us on Facebook
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Brush Turkeys: Learning to love these feathered fri ends......

The determined “scritch-scratch” shuffling of leaves is a sound that causes many a backyard garden enthusiast’ eye

Love them or loathe them, there’s no denying the brush turkey's success. Once found all along the east coast,
brush turkeys were nearly hunted to extinction during the Great Depression in the 1930s when their meat and eggs
provided a valuable food source.

However, brush turkeys are making a major come back. While many animals are struggling with urbanisation, brush

turkey numbers are actually on the rise in many suburban areas.
Although they can sometimes make a bit of a mess, these native birds are actually quite remarkable.

Let's start with their fascinating family structure -
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In the brush turkey world, it's the dads that put in most of the effort. Male brush turkeys work tirelessly to scrape
together mounds of soil and leaf litter into a massive pile about 4m in diameter and 1m high.

Once the male has achieved the perfect pile, he allows a female to access the mound where she will lay an egg that
has been previously fertilised by a different male.

Multiple females will visit and lay the eggs of different males in the pile, which are incubated by the heat given off by
the decomposing material.

The male brush turkey is responsible for protecting the mound and keeping the internal temperature at roughly 33
degrees, which he does by using his beak as a thermometer and adding or removing leaf litter.

But that's just the beginning. Let's talk about the chicks -

Brush turkey parents take a very hands-off approach to raising kids. After hatching, the new-born chicks have to dig
their way out through roughly 1m of dirt and debris and once they make it to the surface, they’re completely on their
own. They can even fly a few hours after hatching, and immediately go off on their own in search of food.

Brush turkeys play an important role in controlling insect populations and dispersing seeds in their droppings. Once
the chicks have all hatched, their unused mounds can also make fantastic compost.

If you do want to discourage turkeys from nesting in your garden, try to limit the availability of leaf litter and act
quickly to remove the early signs of a mound forming (only very early stages).

Lastly, it's important to remember that brush turkeys are a native species and are protected by law.
There are serious penalties for harming brush turkeys or their eggs/nests.

The best thing we can do is embrace and appreciate these fastidious feathered friends and learn to live with them,
like a somewhat messy, yet endearing, roommate.




Yellow crazy Ant infestation update

The yellow crazy ant (YCA) is listed as one of the top 100 worst invasive species by the IUCN and the
Global Invasive Species Database. They are a category three restricted pest under the Biosecurity Act
2014. As such, all citizens have a general biosecurity obligation to minimise the risk of further infestation
by informing the Queensland Government of potential yellow crazy ant sightings. ldentifying yellow crazy
ants:
. Yellow crazy ants are named after their distinctive erratic, frantic, movements when disturbed.
Identifying features:

Slender body, usually 4mm long (about half the size of a green ant)

Long skinny legs

Long antennae, equal to or exceeding the length of the body (11 segments in total)

Head is distinctly longer than broad

Golden-brown body, with a darker brown abdomen, sometimes striped

Day and night time foraging (they are less active in intense heat and heavy rain)

Spray formic acid (do not bite or sting)

Tend to be found in large numbers rather than by themselves.

Whitsunday Regional Council & other National parks & Wildlife has been actively managing the control of
these devastating pests located in the Shute Harbour precinct. During July—October 2019 the following
actions that have been implemented :

Synergy-Pro pesticide delivered to 5 locations covering 4000m2 in the Shute harbour precinct.
Stakeholder meetings undertaken to discuss coordinated control actions.

Baited areas surveyed to determine effectiveness of chemical control. Initial results indicate low
activity at the nest sites.

Survey of the infestation edge conducted using transects to detect the YCA infestation boundary.
August saw a second bating treatment of Synergy-Pro over 9ha of Council land.

Information letter sent to all Shute harbour residents within the infestation & buffer zone.

Application made for a permit to undertake aerial distribution by helicopter of ANTOFF. Council has
commenced seeking quotes for the aerial application of ANTOFF.

Inspection of properties within the infestation zone.
Yellow Crazy Ant signs installed in Shute Harbour area.
End of October: Monitoring program commenced.

Council has engaged a contractor to treat remaining YCA nests in
the Shute Harbour Lower car park with Termidor prior to

Shute Harbour re-construction activities.

Right: Map 1. Approximate
YCA infestation area and 200m
buffer Photo: WRC







Getting to Know Our Whitsunday Wildlife & Plants

Steve Pearson is a local dedicated nature photographer. Steve is a retired QP&WS ranger who spent a
large part of his career at Eungella and in the Whitsundays. Assisted by his wife Alison, Steve has
accumulated a comprehensive photographic reference of plants and also, the less understood and
under-appreciated elements of our region’s ecology such as invertebrates and fungi. To view more of his
photos go to — steveandalison1@flickr
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Getting to Know Our Whitsunday Wildlife & Plants— P lexippus petersi continued:
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Left: Plexippus petersi
Photo: Steve & Alison Pearson




Getting to Know Our Whitsunday Wildlife & Plants
Steve Pearson is a local dedicated nature photographer. Steve is a retired QP&WS ranger who spent a
large part of his career at Eungella and in the Whitsundays. Assisted by his wife Alison, Steve has
accumulated a comprehensive photographic reference of plants and also, the less understood and
under-appreciated elements of our region’s ecology such as invertebrates and fungi. To view more of his
photos go to — steveandalison1@flickr
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emerging from the forest
canopy.
Photo: Steve & Alison Pearson
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Getting to Know Our Whitsunday Wildlife & Plants— A
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talaya rigida continued
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Left: Atalaya rigida —early stage schiz-

ocarp ( winged seed)

Photos: Steve & Alison Pearson
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Above: Atalaya rigida veiny compound leaves with
alternating pinnate leaflets
Photos: Steve & Alison Pearson
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Right: Young Atalaya rigida on the

edge of remnant vegetation
Photos: Christine Peterson
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Needs Seeds

are:
Acacia— all local species

Aidia racemosa
Atalaya rigida

Breynia oblongifolia
Cajanus reticulatus
Calophyllum inophyllum
Carallia brachiata

Chionanthus ramiflorus
Cordia subcordata
Corymbia clarksoniana
Corymbia intermedia
Corymbia tessellaris
Cryptocarya hypospodia

Elaeocarpus grandis
Eucalyptus crebra
Eucalyptus platyphylla
Eucalyptus exserta
Eucalyptus tereticornis
Eucalyptus tessellaris
Euroschinus falcatus
Ficus racemosa
Hymenosporum flavum
Ganophyllum falcatum
Lophostemon confertus

WCL Community Nursery—

Casuarina cunninghamiana

Cupaniopsis anacardioides

Always

The WCL Nursery is very keen to source
endemic seed so please keep an eye on your
flowering native trees, shrubs & grasses for the
volunteer nursery. Some of the species we need

Archontophoenix alexandrae Alexander Palm

Archer Cherry

Veiny Whitewood
Coffee Bush

Native Pigeon Pea
Beauty leaf
Freshwater mangrove
River oak

Native Olive

Sea Trumpet

Pink Bloodwood
Morton Bay Ash

Large leafed Laurel
Tuckeroo

Blue Quandang
Narrow-leafed Ironbark

QLD Peppermint
QLD Blue Gum
Morton Bay Ash
Ribbonwood
Cluster fig
Native frangipani
Scaly Ash

Brush Box

Melaleuca dealbata Blue Tea Tree
Melaleuca leucadendra

Melaleuca viminalis Weeping Bottle Brush
Melicope elleryana Corkwood, Euodia
Memecylon pauciflorum var. pauciflorum
Micromelum minutum Native Lime Berry
Pandanus sp.
Ptychosperma elegans
Sterculia quadrifida
Syzygium australe River cherry

Timonius timon Tim Tam Tree

Trema tomentosa var. aspera Peach-leafed Poison
Bush

Vitex

Solitaire palm
Peanut Tree

Vitex trifolia

Guidelines for seed collecting:

Only collect seed from your own property or
with written permission

Source plants must have grown from seed
from the Whitsunday Region

Collect ripe, mature seed & no more than 10%
of the seed from any one plant

Collect from several parts of the plant, mainly
the middle & upper branches

Use paper bags (not plastic ) to store the seed
& keep them in a cool place

Label the bag with the species, location, date
and your name. Not sure of your identifica-
tion? Include a stem with some leaves & /or
take a photo.

You can drop seed off at the nursery on
Tuesday or Thursday mornings, or at
Reef Catchments,

Lophostemon grandiflorus
Lysiphyllum hookeri
Macaranga tanarius

Nthn Swamp Mahogany
Hookers Bauhinia
Macaranga

45 Main St Proserpine, or
call 0408 187 944.

INTERESTING WEB SITES: no, #O &

Native Animals, Insects, Birds: L & & ;
www.whitsundaylandcare.org.au www.facebook.com.au/sgapmackay
http://www.wildlife.org.au/magazine/ Wetlands

http://wetlandinfo.ehp.gld.gov.au/wetlands/ecology/
components/flora/mangroves/mangrove-moreton.html
Feral Animals: feralflyer@invasiveanimals.com
https://alumni.uqg.edu.au/cane-toad-baits

Feral plants:

www.weeds.org.au

www.environment.gov.au >Biodiversity >Invasive species
> weeds

www.iewf.org/weedid/index_by reserve.htm

http://www.aussiebee.com.au
www.birdsinbackyards .net
www.australianmuseum.net.au/reptiles
http://birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-mackay/activities-
mac
Native plants:
http://ausgrass2.myspecies.info/content/oplismenus
https://www.anbg.gov.au/cpbr/cd-keys/rtk/
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You can make a tax deductable donation to the
Whitsunday Catchment Landcare Fund at any time.
Just go to http://www.givenow.com.au/whitsundaycatchmentlandcare
All donors will receive a receipt from Givenow at the time of the do-

If you would like to receive this e-newsletter please email
coordinator@whitsundaylandcare.org.au with your request.
Or you can phone Cath on mbl:0408-187-944 to request one.

Disclaimer: Information in this newsletter is offered as a guide only and while every care is taken to ensure its

accuracy, Whitsunday Catchment Landcare does not invite reliance upon it, nor accept responsibility for any loss

or damage caused by actions based on it.
|



Thank You Everyone!

Thank you to so many of you who have generouslykamdly donated your container refunds to WCL
To date we have ha#l 236.60 donatedPlease find below our Containers for Change |Doer to
conveniently cut off and include in your bags. Yoantributions are allocated to the WCL Public Furd
which allows WCL to take on various projects foe ttngoing education of our members and the widgr
community. Thank You again!
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